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Calling a Spade a Spade in

Modern Verse.

THE KVERIaASTIN«') IfBRCY AND THE
WIDOW IN THE BYE BTREET By
John Masefleld. limo, pp '¿'0. The Mae-
mlllaji Company.

MOODS, Hi.N'îS AND DOGOEREDS By
John OoJsworthy. limo, pp xl. 111.
Charles Scrlbnei'a Sons.

A fragment of conversation in a re¬

cent novel neatly hita off tho Impatience
provoked by much modern verse. On_
of the sp«_akens protest« against the vio¬

lence done to her nerves by "those Irri¬
tating words that I knew were comln*"*,
like 'porphyry,' 'empyrean,' 'hower* and
'nymph.' " We all know that Irritation.
Never la It Infllcttsd upon us by the mas¬

ters. Sine« they use word« for purposes
of expreeslcn-t, all the words they use

are welcom«». But In the hands of the
minor poet, especially the minor poe'
who fancies himself, tho finest words In
the language become Intolerable. In¬
evitably there has boon a reaction

JOHN MASr.il HI.1».

(From a photograph in "The Enplish P.e-
vhw.")

against verbal precni-dties, and of Inte

It baa i-e<*i ftrongly nourished by th-*
tend- n -»1111 in drama The
wr't.r who thinks there la s.>methins

manic about the process of calling -i

apade a spade is always with us. bui
¦when« he has been wont to invoke tl,¦*

name of Art in support of his plain
. fpee'h be now nets his claim upon the
broad back of Humanity. The poetry «»f

pity is nothing If not candid. Th«« poets
are sorry, terril'lv porry, for tha woes «if
mankind; they «leal not In porphyry, bul
In sordid clay, and. having no nonsense

about them, they propose that the Btufl
In which they deal shall color their dic¬
tion, though It may color that diction but

a ralnful drab.
Mr. John Masefleld Is a good type of

the current school. In the first of the
two poems of which his new volume is

composed he relates the experience of a

pou« hing ne'er-do-weel who battles In
the prize ring with one of his cronies,
gets vfry drunk after this performance,
then runs amuck among his fellow vll-
lagers, and, being all the time much dis-
traaaed in his mind, ends up repentant!
under the admonitions of a compassion- j
ate young Quakeress. Thus the narra-

tlv« set forth In "The Everlastlnr*-
Mercy" begins:
From '41 to '51
I was my folks' contrary «-on:
I bit inv father's hand right through
And broke ray mother's heart in two.
I sometimes go without my dinner
Now that I know the times I've gl'n her.

Through nearly a hundred pages the
tale continues In this blunt vein, and It
Is to be said to th« author's credit that
substance and form are well matched;
«ane of the laws of poetry, at any rate.
la perfectly fulfilled. Mr. Masefleld tells
his story so that every development In
It is absolutely clear. The character of
.Saul Kane Is revealed in action and Is
made understandable almost If not

quite down to the end. Indeed, there is
something credible about the Illumina¬
tion that Invades him when the Quak¬
eress speak.«*, though her Intervention.
with Its overwhelming effect, smacks a

little of that unreality which we asso¬

ciate with the visits of the god from the
machine. "Something broke inside my
brain." exclaims Saul, and turns over a

new leaf. Well, regeneration often
comes that way amongst the Saul
Kanes of this world. As a fact "The
Kverlasting Mercy" has an undeniable
force.
The same value attaches to "The

Widow In the Bye Street," wherein a

harmless lad living with his poor,
.widowed n-H'ther is begulle-l by a hussy
and so lured to a murderer's end. There
is a deeper pathos in this poem, fed, of
course, from the spring nt the old
woman's heart, and again Mr. Mase¬
fleld closely suit.«» his «-raftsmanship to
his theme. Witness the following pict¬
ure, a picture both vivid and tender, of
the two in their forlflrn home on the eve
of tragi,- things
And there they sat of evenings after dark511.tink their song of "Bin,-, r. Be und she.Her poor old eackle made tho mongrelsbark
4nd "You sing Binger, moth«>r," carols he-
"By crimes, but that's a good Bong, thather be":
And then they alept there in the room thev

shared,
And all the time fate had his end prepared.
One »hing alone made llfo not perfect
The mother's dally fear of what would

come
When woman and her lovely boy should

me»t.
IVheii th« mem wife would break up the

Old home.
tvmt of that unborn evil struck her dumb.
An«! wh«n h.r darlln*- and a woman in. t.
She shook and pr;t> ««0, "Not her, «» (*..'.!¦

not yet."
It is impossible to contemplate this

Interior without a certain sympathy, and,
In fact, as the drama whlcli lays It In
ruins moves naturally and steadfastly to
Its cruel climax, we cannot but confess
ourselvo» touched. Unfortunately, we
ire touched by this poem as by the other,
not poetically, but a« through a purely
tractarian fervor.
Why are we thus disilliui«.;.. «r* Tim

Jault lies entirely, W« fear, with Mr.
Masefleld. There 1b, of course, nothing
In his subjects Inimical to the composi¬
tion of poetry. His realism has the sanc¬
tion of more than one great name In
English verse, ('«.w-nr, it is true, delib¬
erately r«*Jected the more sinister types
of human frailty.though not, we may
add, without paying his compliments to
them In lines that are weighty and still
Jive.but Crabbe, from wh««m Mr. Mase¬
fleld consciously or unconsciously de-
fXmebao, fixed permanently enough a stand- J

ard In these matters and gives to our

contemporary young poet all the counte¬

nance he need« Only the author of "The
Parish Register" and the "Tales of the

Hall" did nmre than moralize his real-
Ism, he poetized It. and gave, it a charm
strong enough to triumph even over tho

jog-trot of his couplets. "Omar" Fltz

Oerald. who doted on Crabhe. has a good
faying about him In one of his letters. "I

doubt not," the passage runs, "that Mr.

WoodbttTF is quite right in what he
says of Crabbe not having Imagination
to draw that Soul from Nature of which

he enumerates the nhenomena; but he

ut any rate does so enumerate and se¬

lect them as to suggest something more

to his Reader, something more tban mere

catalogue could suggest.'' Could the in¬

definable be brought nearer than this

to the point of definition? If it Is hard
to say what it is that constitutes true

poetry it is surely quite as hard to tabu¬

late those omissions which leave so much
of modern verse high and dry. We can

guess what might have been made of

"The Widow in the Bye Street'' by Crabbe

In England, by Villon in Franc«', and we

can kindle to the thought. Hut what Mr.

Maaefleld has mad« Ol it. thouch human¬

ly Interesting, leaves us, poetically
speaking, with puis», unqui »kened.
Without making any Invidious « '>mpar-

ison we may reaaonablj ...'«¦ Mr, Gals¬
worthy's "Moods, Song and Doggerels"
as shedding a little further ligiit on this

subject. He. Ilka Mr. Masefle d, li moved
by man's urthappiness. The pity of it

«tirs him, and stirs him tii. more i"e^-

nantl) inasmuch as he has no high
faith t«. offer to his i*eader, bul only a

kind of stern, pagan courage. His dead

woman, who died for !<".«. and lies oui

under the heather, asks for no tomb¬

stone .-.....!. '*-'«¦. >:i t.« glory shall she

rise," bul is intent, we gath< r. jus- with

"deathless peace. Here i;- a poem which

n.i'.ht i-- .-.;..: to expre«a In .1 few lines

Mr. GalMi .rthy's philosophy:
THE PRAYER

if ,.,, ,.-.,..,.

And God were standing :

\. hat Is tn.- ¡era: .¦' tnat 1 »."*«'

To Hin.'.' This is Ui«- pra} 1

U Lord of Courage grave,
v» Master <«f this night ni Bpi
Make tan. In me a heart tot brav«
To ask Thee anything!
[| sums up ail hi.- thought !. :t not

all his feeling, and there it is that we

¡find him eettlng s profitable example
for writers like Mr Maaefleld. Mr. Gals-
worthy ins a sense <>; beauty. Nature

appeals t" him, :«. that landscape and
..ici, ««i th»- vvind can take him oui

of himself and hasten his speech in that

strange fashion which turns proaaic ob
sorvation to a finer purpose, i-ives
reverie the fillip of emotion and trans¬

mutes description Into song We choose

here, at random, two more pieces from

Mr. Galnsworthy's book
SILVER POINT.

..,. against a sky of rsrej
Pigeon's nest In oak. d tree;
All the silver l* led,
Ail tn»- leafy spirits lurled:
Not breath to fan Ibe <ia..-:

'.'.'..i ei aspti i!«f: and iever
N'n! a hum of flv <«i 1« «-.

Not a see;«-, and nol n < ry.
Not a perfume Stealing by;
still» s-t nionient of tbe yesrl

WIND
Wind. wind -heather gypsy.
Whistling In my tree!
All th«- heart of m" Is tipsy
On the sound of thee
Sweet with scent of »lover,
Salt with breath of sea.

wind, wind.wayman lover,
Whistling in my tree!

We would not make too much of these

lyrics. They are. to be sure, the verlsat
trifles. But they win serve to enforce
the point that the instinct for beauty
will help a man to some sort of poetical
expression. There is nothing on which

he may not wreak it. The poaching
pugilist is as légitimât»' an object Of its

exercise as ihe wan lover or th" melo-

dious nightingale. But without that in¬

stinct the poet may as well stay Inar¬

ticulate, for without It no illusion can be

created, and, as Matthew Arnold long

ago told us, In poetry the Illusion, tho

divine illusion. Is ever> thing.

THE NEW NORTHWEST
Its Possibilities as a White

Men's Country.
THE ARCTIC 1'RAIRIF.S A f'ftn'-e Jour¬

ney of 2,000 Mile«, in Search of the Cari¬
bou. Being the Account of a Voyage to
Hie Region North of Aylmer I_;_k".
By Ernest Thompson Seton. Illustrated.
Seo, pp. xvl, lib. Charles S.-rihner's
Se.ns.

The results of Mr. Baton's expedition
to tho Great Lone Land.the far north¬
west of fan da and the arctic prairies
are numerous. Primarily he went to

Study the caribou In their primitiv« con¬

dition, to complete the shore line of

Lake Aylmer and to explore its sister

lake, Clinton-Tolden, but, enthusiastic
and trained observer that he is, he
brought ba»k Information about a mass

of other things, not tho least of them

being his conclusion that even in those
remoter northern regions the white man

will make his home and prosper. Agri¬
culture Is possible there, he maintains,
remindinK «ne of the <1nvs when the Xte><i

River regii.n. which Is now .ne of the

country's richest grain fi.-l.ls, was con¬

sidered as too fold for cultivation. The
timber there is an asset <>f the greatest
commercial importance, and as for the
winter, Its length seems t>> be no greater
than In Manitoba, while, moreover, h«-
aasumes lhat with the constant turning
of the soil by the cultivator, and Its

consequent absorption <>f heat, summer

frosts will disappear. Ami as for live¬
stock, there are the reindeer, and espe¬
cially the yak. which thrive where rat,;,.»
cattle cannot live. The yak's flesh is

"merely beef, more finely grained." and
It« milk is said to he rich. It is tame,
and can he. crossed wirb any breed of
domestic cattle.
Thus far Mr. Baton's most practical

conclusions, which, coming from him,
carry great weight. The sportsman-
naturalist and the lover of life in the
open will find In his book much reading
after their own heart, and considerable
curious Information concerning the "ebb
and flow" of animal life, the periodic
scarcity and abundance of certain
forms of animal life. North of the
Saskatchewan, he says, the antelope will
be exterminated by the fen«lng of the
tracks of the Canadian Taclflc Railroad,
which cuts them off from their summer

feeding grounds. With all this, the
author is not unmindful of human
nature among the half-breeds and Ind¬
ians he encountered on the way. The
sportsman who would follow in his foot¬
steps is warned to engage white men for
his expedition, not Indians. They will
be found more satisfactory In every
way; an Indiun guide will suffice. Also,
beware of the mother of the wolverine
cub. She is far deadlier than the she
bear.
The abruptness of the timber line J

mountainous reeions Is well known. Tl

cessation of forest growth In the lev

Far North Is no less sudden and CXMl

plete:
The last woods Is a wonderfully biologle

polnt or line; this ultimate arm of the fo
est does not die away gradually with u

certain edges and in steadily dwlndlit
trees. The latter have t-ent their stoute
champions to the front, or produced, as I

a final effort, some giants for the line
battle And that line, with Its i-entlnels.
so markeri that one can stand with a fo<
OH the territory of each combatant, or, ¡

f-c'entis-ts call them, the Arctic Beginn ar

the «'old Temperate.

The arcti«* timber line is also the deat
line of the ant. In addition to man

Photographs- Mr Seton went huntln

buffalo and caribou and musk ox with
camera, not always successfully-thet
are n'imerous Interesting specimens r

his skill with the pencil.

MARK HANNA
The Portrait of a Business Mai

and Politician.

MARCUS ADONZO HANNA. His Lit
and Work. l'y Herliert Croly. Illun
trat«*] *vo. pp. xiii. '9".. The Macnmllai
Compan)

Mr. Croly has performed a difrVul

task with fairness and discrimination
An authorized biographer, he Is In hi!

personal opinions far rernoTOd as to po¬
litical principia« and ethical concepts
from the subject of his work, but hi

brings t" the buter a sympathetl« under

standing of Mark Hanna as S man an«;

of the background of Arn«*ric,'in life

which produced him. with little «>f ex-

Itenuatlon and naught of fulaome praise,
he porti a personality compa«ct of

faults and virtues, and, withal, very

human.
Mark Hai n.i baa come to b.* regarded

in general a« the extreme exponent of
buslnesi domination In «politics. By his

enemies he was caricatured as th« type
of the greedy and remorseless pluto rat

¡and symbolixed as the personlflcatlon of
lollar mark. To h«s friends he ap¬

peared the defender of sound bui
methods and the worker for general na¬

tional prosperity. His friends w. n- far
h than hla enemies, and

success of the caricaturist in In«
jfluencing public «»pinion was, Mr. Croly
gives us t«. infer, largely due to the fact

! them when they came his way. Whil

I seeking to promote the nomination c

\ Mr. McKinley, he was at first Inclined I

make specific promises as to patronag«

j and even as to Cabinet offices, but thi

j his chief would not tolerate. In the sec

¡ond McKinley campaign his relation

with the President, for the only time li

| their lives, became somewhat con

| strained, because the President refuse«

»o permit the use of government ma

! chinery for political purposes in wayi

which had long been familiar, and whlcl

Mr Hanna thought quite legitimate. H«
! himself, however, was ready in botl

campaigns, as soon as temporary Irrita
tlon wore off. to pay tribute to Mr. Me

Klnley's character, and to say that th«

President's conscientiousness was tench-

ing him to be a better man.

Aside from his political activities. Mr
Hannas most conspicuous public work

was in connection with the Civic Fed¬

eration. Though generally pictured as a

ruthless plutocrat, he was, in fact, most

sympathetic to labor. In his early Ufe

I he h . experience with one strike ac-

jcompanied with violence, and through-
I out his buarlnaaa career thereafter h«1

made It a point to deal frankly with his

men, to pee them and listen to all their

complaints. an«l there was no more popu¬
lar employer than he. He was drawn

¡into the <'ivi<* Federation unwillingly,
but. on««.» becoming Interest."!, he de«
VOted hbnaclf with great energy and
Bucceaa t*> th« settlement of Industrial
disputes, to persnadlng employer«, asp««

I dally the coal operators, to adopt B

j more conciliatory attitude toward the
Minions, and he firmly believed that If
the wage earners and employers could
thus be brought together the comforts
Of that business prosperity to which he
¡was devoted couM i.. equitably <]!*-
Itributed and good feeling could be mad«
to prevail. If that was an Inadequate
remedy for Industrial unrest, it do«
detract from the credit due to Mr.
Harna f.-r trying to adapt hii inherit« I
tradition of business enterpriises and ma«

national welfare to tho need
new day. He believed In big busii

ed In i» honestly and dial
estedly, nnd cherished to tha end the

¦*. »hat if the proper human relation«
. ship auch a« he himself m i ntalned

Impulse toward a better quality of human
association was Instinctive with him. When,
If ever. Mark Hannas way of behavior
toward his fellows becomes common tn-
¦tead of rare, we shall not need so n.'i<*h
reform or so ma_ny reformers.

Mr. Croly reveals little that Is new of

the political history of the times, and
almost nothing of the Intimate relation¬
ship between Mr. McKlnlev and Mr.

Hanna, perhaps because almost all of
their transactions were carried <n by
personal interviews and scarcely g trace
of correspondence between them exists.

HUMOR

An International Collection of
Good Material.

WHY THE WORLD LAUGHS. By Charle»
Johnston. Illustrated. 8vo, pp. 8.9.
Harper A Bros.

Mr. Johnston offers us In this book no

philosophic treatise un the nature of

humor, though for a moment he ap¬

proaches this side of his subject when

he come to analyze our own form of it,

assuring us, In this connection, that the

levity, the Irreverence, that is one <.f Its

potent elements, is truly native, being
found In the humor of the American
native as well as In that of the native
American. His book Is. however, main¬
ly a collection of anecdotea, tales .-nd

i roverbial wisdom that, in his opinion,
most truly represent the humor of dif¬

ferent peoples at .lifteront times, from

the Egyptians, the Chinese, the ancient
Hebrews, classic (.reeks and Romans

down to the days of Daudet, "Punch"
and Mark Twain. Occasionally, of
«¦¦. .r.-.\ he wanders from humor to wit

and satire.
The humor of the Persians, he finds.

chiefly expresses Itself In repartee, and
mostly h.it.fui repartee at that. Chi-
nose humor is often grim; that of
Bcotland is api t.. play with "the corp"
and theology. English humor dealing
with the Bcot worships the "eaxpence."
Th.* only woman humorist in thes.-»

« Is ths L'idv Sei Bhonagon, who
flourished at the Japanese «»ourt nine
hundr» years .-«go and wrote the "Pil¬
low Bket< h«s." There is an Elizabethan

aboul some of her saws. Has'

Indian humor Is "at on«.» wise and
courtly, mirthf ;! and subtle, no mock-

MARK HANNA
«From the monument st »Cleveland, by Augustus Paint Oau«I«*ns, Beulptor, ai Hem Be - ¦*ic»i»««-«-f »

that Mr. Hanna acted honestly nnd
frankly on pollti« al and e<onomic ¡be¬
oríes which were universal at the begin¬
ning of his career, but whl'h were being
rapidly discarded toward Its elope.

Mr Hnnna was a native of Ohl«>, an«!
grew up under pioneer bustneaa COndl«
tlons. In fact, he was a pioneer himself;
not in clearing forests or navigating flat-
boats, but In tho developm.'nt of re¬

sources and In the organ Iza t ion of c«m-

merce. Starting ns a boy In the wh«»le-
sale grocery business in Cleveland, and
there showing initiative, he was in a

teas years dtv«srt«d to the iron nn.i coal
business. He explored mines, built
steamboats and extended his connec¬

tions until he became one of the business
leaders of the lake region, but he never

became a "trust man" or a part of the
great lmlustrlnl combln.-.tlons which
have come to occupy so lnrge a placo In
American busln»*ss life. His business
had vast ramifications, but his relations
to it were essentially personal. He wa«

rooted in the soil of Cleveland. He In¬
vested In enterprises less from cool cal¬
culation of money making than from a

health*/ human Impulse to take hold of
things which came to his hand and make
them successful. He never became a

homeless financier. He was the typo of
»he successful business man of the 7<>*k
and NO's. loyal to time-honored tradi¬
tions in business and politics, eager for
siK-er-ps, goneroUB In personal dealings,
true to fri'-nds. fair to enemies, making
no sharp distinction between private nn«l
public Interest, ami firmly believing that
whatever prom»it»-"d the prosperity of in-
dlvlduals promoted tho welfare of the
whole country. He had not arrived «it
that class <-ons« bnisness s«> diligently
preached In later years, which saw in
the prosperity of great enterprises only
a narr»»wing of the opportunity of tho
aVeraaja man

Mr. Hnnna accepted political coali¬
tions ns he found them. He was not a

reformer or an abstract idealist. Hav¬
ing come fortuitously int«« control ««f a
Cleveland street railway, ho at first
fought political attacks, but soon yielded
to the conditions of municipal corruption
which confronted him. As his field of
Influence widened he likewise accepted
tho political practices existing in both
parties. He believed In party organisa¬
tion; he b.lieved that the Interests of
his country were bound up in his party's
success. Patronage was a legitimate in¬
strument of ; lltlcal warfare. M«»n«y
was necessary to organization. H«> him¬
self gave freely, and In the management
of campaigns ho openly developed and
carried to perfect i«m the system of as¬

sessing business Interests for the promo-
tk«n of policies believed essential to pros¬
perity. Mr. Croly acquits him of all
charges of vote buying, either for him¬
self or others, or of any understanding
that the more perfect his system, how¬
ever legitimate it seemed to him, the
more surely must it in the end weaken
the consideration for material prosperity
in the minds of the electorate. Mr.
Hanna considered it the duty of finan¬
ciers to protect the country from eco¬
nomic clangers, but he w«s scrupulous
about .»"e|tinK <ontrlt»iti«.ns which im¬
plied ¿«articular favors, and returned

be established l>etween ths greal «¦ -i i
fains «.f ii.du. trv and their employ« Ihe
countrj asa whole would heneflt b) the
free aggregation of capital
Mr Croly traveries in detail the caret r

[of Mr Hatiiia as politl al in mai'.-r, Ben
ator and potential Presidential candi¬
date, drawing a picture of a man of
great ability and practical efficiency and
of continually expanding usefulness.
His faults are not blink»'.I; on the on-

trary, they are ..ven baldly Set forth, but
through them we ..¦>.<. th.» human quality
of tbe man, his steadfast honesty ac¬

cording to his conceptions, his disinter¬
estedness miel his charm which, on per¬
sonal »*onta«t, almost Invariably con¬

verted those who had been led to be¬
lieve him some sort of a monster. The
author says:

Mr llama's persoiiallt) and career had
an essentially social value, which the op-ponents of his political nn.l economic opin¬ions should he the bmt to Ignore H<* gavea l.lgiily Individual expression Ixeth t<> the
practical aspect of pioneer Amerb anl-m
and to its really underlying tendency. Theaggressive and sometimes unscrupulous in
»il«.(dualism of tho pioneer was redeemed i>ythe envi. lion that in doing well for lilin-self he was also doing well for society. The
pioneer honestly I.(entitled and confused In-dividual an'l social Interests, arid h«» wat
honestly concerned as much for the «me as
for th..» other. The society In which he was
Interest.-., was not an abstract, remote en¬
tity. It was a living group of inen and
women, whom <>ne liked or »ilslik'-d, helped
or hindere,1, and who aroused In one an¬
other an »essentially neighborly Interest, ill«
tiop.-s and aspirations of a bi-tfer po.-ial
state was an extension of the actual good*win which he ffit toward hli aseociates
Individually hm<i an h body

in this region, a is... Mart Hanna helps
us to understand the pto>neer American,
end the pioneer helps us te. understand
Mark iiniinii Personal ties an«l associa*
ti.nH composed tbe substance of his life.
During each successive phase of his career
he made a few enemies snd many friends.
II« made enemies because he had to tl^ht
his way to his goal. Ho mad«« friends he-
cause he could make his own the Interests
of other men. He was building up a better
society In his own vicinity by treating his
assocuUeS un he would like to be treated
by them. According to his own lights he
always played fair -tint merely toward his
fil.-ti«!«, not merely toward his business hs-
sociétés and employes, not morels toward
his political assu.-lates, but toward his per*
SOnal constituents nrt.l toward piihll«- "pin-
i.eii Tills spirit of fair play is character¬
istic Of rtoneer Am«-rlcanlsni an«l constl-
tutes its best legacy t>> a future American
society. Th«« economic and political
system advocated by Mr. Hanna may no!
nn«ke for social fair plav: but any "tie arbo
l« !<.-|s the svstem should be the 0901*6 will¬
ing tei recognise the good faith of the man.
ills personal behavior toward other men
eras directed toward the realisation .>r tii«««»»
¦octal valu.-s, the promotion of which Is de¬clared to be the obje. t of a better ¦>'! le in.
It he was lacking, as hi« critics have de«
dared. In l»l<allsm. the deficiency was at
l.ast partly du.- i«. Hi«, very reality <»f a
c.-rtnln Ideal element In his own life. An

srn" a*sm-¦¦.«.« ¦ »

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS.
In the Presidential Campaign

a chief issue is "so. lalize«) democracy."
THE NKW DEMOCRACY
»fives a clear summary of Its cause, and
aims Read Dr. W. B W«tyl'S new work,
"THE COOK OF THE DAY."

The Most Fascinating Story Since
Jules Verne
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by EDWARD KIMBALL
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erv obscures r«*\««rence. nnd the note of
humariit- la n«-\er lost "

«'¦ «¡smith's «b*g that 'lied was already
known t«> the ancient «'«reeks: "A viper
bit a Cappadoclan. The viper died."
The humor <«f the Talmud yields some

good material. If was a little Jewish
'girl wh«i told a certain Rabbi Joshua.
When he asked her what she was carry¬

ing in her covered basket, that "If
mother had wanted every r.ne to know
what was In It she would not have put
a .over on If."
From the time of the Pharaohs wo

have the tale of the Insurgent of Joppa
nti.l the Big Htlck, which Mr. Johnston
retells as appropriate to the present
hour. The real Turk's Joke must have
a horse in It. ns h«-flts th« descendant of
mounted conquerors. Bpanlstl humor to

this «lay testifies to th«-* fidelity to type
"f lancho Pansa. Falstaff may stand
for the type of mediaeval German humor,
which, curlouslv en.nigh, chose ns Its
first hero, or butt, nn exiled English
Parson Amels. The absent-minded «ier

man professor of modern days Is re¬

membered, but tho humor of «".erman

army life is passed by. John "Bull. In
his comic nnd his amiable aspe««t. may
be found In essence in «""hauoer's Rum«
tnoner and Franklin of "The Cnnterbury
Tales." opines Mr. Johnston. And Irish
humor is mostly wit.the truth unoon«
B« loualy state«! In a bull.
The examples from manv sources

given hero all have tho underlying value
Of being unlver.Hy understandable. No

I local humor, which requires expiai
¡ t.. foreigners, is Included. The exa

¡of proverbial wisdom scattered l>

¡ Johnston through hla page« ar

| added delight. Of course, the w

of mankind, the fruit of Us exper

of life, differs only little In subst

I but greatly In its expression, Its fli

If is the Japanesewhether old ot

.who startle us with the saying

| "Money makes one comfortable, ev

! sheer* The Chinese aver that "

n«">t the wine that makes the man di

| It is the man himself." and they

say. "Pon't put! np your shoe in
I neighbor's melon patch; don't fix

¡ hat under your neighbor's plum I

When the Arab wishes to descri
case of obstinacy he says: "It is a

even If It does fly" And there Is a

ing touch In his proverb. "The bug
beauty to Its mother." The an

Egyptian advice, "Do not build
tomb higher than your betters," 1

good In this day in many forms
amonte all peoples. "The horse dies

racetrac. remains," says the Turk,

also, "A fall from a donkey hurts i

than a fall from a horse" Aceordlri
Mr. Johnston it was Brian Boru who

the Invading Norsemen that it was

I redltary In his family to die. A i

diverting book, which la the resul
much serious work.

IM POLYGLOT LAND
The Camping Tour of a W

Pair.
IN Tin; CARPATHIANS. By Lion P'

more, Rvo, pp. Mft Henry Holt & C

"It was luxury to He free and

cramped under the open sky while
cetieism lay In enduring stuffiness W
in four walls." This was the con«

slon at which, near the end of a cai

ing tour in Central Europe, the nut

of this volume arrived. The reader *,

falls under its .<;>".! cannot dispute t

conclusion or this other one found

| the close f>f a chapter of advento
"Those who sleep always in beds t

whose nights are never broken by
discomforts of poverty know little
the freedom and kindliness of

world." Hoth these blessings did
I'hillitnores. husband and wife, encoi

ter during their slow, two months' Jo
ney. They started from Zakopane.
the Polish Hungarian frontier, with

.nt honey < .;««re«l horse, a covei

curt. ¦ handsome Polish boy to ta

c.nre of the same and a load of po

pans und tinned provisions, TKit forg.
ting sleeping "vallaos" and a sleepl
tent. The young Pols was exohang

Ifor an older factotum midway, and

friend'" dog w.is annexed, otherwise t

travellers went n with personnel a

paraphernalia unaltered through a i

ol Galllcla, Eis tern Hungary and Tra

sylvanla, "a »polyglot land, with Its mai

pe«.pics and different customs."
Good camping places in these mou:

tain renions they ii]ii.<»st a'wavs foun
Wood t..r the tire was abundant ar

pun water was at hand for drinkir
and bathli -.. A favorite occupation
the author, apparently, was sitting c

l hoi day in the middle of a cold, clea
rapid river, it was a country of herd
and milk, if not «ream, was general!
attainable In the evening milking hour-
and this with vegetables, bread, tea an

honey formed "the chief of their diet.
lh«-. bought supplies in the primitiv
villages sometimes under lnterestin
circumstances. There was the old shop
keeper who rushed after the departin
cart, calling upon the travellers to «top

The crowd hurriedly ce.llected again t<
hesr her complaint. What had the foreign
ers stolen? The old l.<iv reeched us ail'

her voice rose from the mtdeile of th
. re.u.i, demanding her weight.
"What weight" asked Bobby.
"In the sugar," said the old lady press

Ing closer.
"What sugar?" s.ild Hobby.
"My sugar," exclaimed Milak. "I bough

loaf sugar."
"The weight Is In the sugar. I made i

mistake." H.il.l ttie pl.t lady, perfectly tin

ambarraaasd. Then growing impatient a

our lack of comprehi nslon
"Aim I to wait all day'.' Give me th*

h.->g,*' she snapped. Ill-t« mot-red, and Mllak,
putsled, hunted amongst the parcels and
handed her a blue paper bag.
An obliging and compr<-h*.ndlnif neighbor

produced a bowl and the old lady tumbled
th.» Migar Into |t. -,,! with the sugar fell a

brass weight of some three or four ounces.
"That's It." said the old lady, seizing It

"I forgot to take it out," and without turn¬
ing a hair or showing even a shadow of
the blush of shame, she emptied our sugar
buck hit«» the bag, handed It to us. and de¬
parted with her weight. We drove round
the »'orner and were out of the village be¬

fore we thoroughly understood. Then
Mil.ik «.'.«servd musingly: "It must have

weighed a good many lumps of sugar."

But cheatery like this was rare; and
the assertion pressed upon the English
pair nt starting, that the peasants were

dangerous, proved to be without founda¬

tion. Night sfter night on the wild

countryside there came to their camp-

fire herdsmen, gypsies or road makers,
men who sat and smoked and talked,
and sometimes accepted a share of the

simple food, and sometimes -though evi¬

dently hungry.politely declined It. Only
once did two suspicious visitors loom out
of the dark and retreat Into It again,
giving the travellers a night of worry;
and once a drunken village headman de¬
manded their papers with ugly Insist¬
ence» Of every little incident of life In
these unfrequented places the author
makes the most. 8he has humor «nd

sentiment and a feeling for human n-_¡
ore and for scenery which she extJr«n|a-
v|th picturesque simplicity. Th« pia»»-

r*"»i0|
«fia.

est story of wandering through a

I bo little kn'iwn must lnevitablv *-,,-.
terest ; here we have a record far- "i.iatji-
in its gayety and Its sympathetic appr.
henslon of what is winning in aj¡,_

i raros.

THE AMERICAN NEGRO
A Useful Book About Him fo*

French Renders.
Paris, April ¿

Mr Warrlngton Dawson, an A-r.ertc»,.
JournaMst. long resident in Pa-ig ».
bo-n nnl hrotichf up amid negro-*-»
South Carolina, and has since jtud*»*
»horn in Africa. He has Just puhii«jj*j
through the Llbrarie Oriental«"* et Anj».
icalne, a volume on "Le. \egre aux Eut«
l'nis," wl»h a preface by Paul Adam
This volume, which Is dedicate«] to Am
Duchesse de Rohan, is a painstaking

*já<WJ A

JOHN «i.U.SWOUTHY
(From a photograph In "The English R<->

view."')

Impartial Investigation of the r,»«-re»

problem.
The history of the American negro,

beginning with the charter given in tha
sixteenth century by the Emperor
«'harles V to a Dutch slave trading com«

pany, down to the Booth Carolina lynch«
ing cases in June, 1911, is traced clearly*}1
and irrelevant facts are eliminated Th*

.psychology of the negro is illustrated by
mimerons episodes and incidents. Stress
is laid upin the musical "esprit" of tha'
black races, and here many facts are'
taken from the "Negro Elegies" collect-«'
e.i by Mr. John Powell, of Virginia. M.
Paul Adam, in his preface to "The Negro'
in the United States." expresses hig'
opinion that the book will be of -treat
value to administrators of the Frenen
poeatMetons in Africa, because It fir«
nislies "the best and most practical la«
formation about negro character that
has appeared in France." Mr. Dawson
very wisely refrains from attempting to
offer solutions for the problems that l-«j
presents, and modestly confines himself
to supplying facts and data by meana
of which a "solution" may some day b«
reached. c. LB,

a

BUYING HONORS.
Richard Pavey. in The Morning Post.
In looking through some notes recently

I came across a fresh confirmation of
the eld adage that there is "nothing new
under the sun" In the British Museum
ther«* Is a curious pamphlet, printed la
Italian and entitled "Dell" Arcano del
Mare." which was originally written in
English In the reign of James I by Sir
Robert Dudley, son of the famous Earl
of Leicester, Queen Elizabeth's f«tvorlte,
by his second wife. Lady Sheffield. Sir
Robert, It seems, was a man of ideas,
and the object of the tract In question,
whi«-h is supposed to have been pre¬
sented to King James, wae to unfold ¦***.»«.
tain helpful political schemes, the tirât
part being devoted to "A Proposition to
F'rldle the Impertinency of Parlia¬
ments." The second, however, Is of
greater Interest, and, under the heading
of "Means to Increase His Majest*. s
Revenues." contains a suggestion whl* h
reads curiously in the light of the re¬
cent attempt to crowd the House of
Lords with new peers. i-Mr Robert's
opinion was that all new creations
should be made to pay for the prlvlies*
on the following scale:

1. At the Prince's marriage
all the earls to be ma<io
granileeg of Spain and
Prinelpl. at 00000 , {WHY)
each .

2. All the barons to bo
made earls, at £10.000
each . J

8. To ennoble two hundred
of the richest com¬
moners, as Is usual In
Naples:

A duke to pay.£30.000
A marqulss. 15.000 , at lea«t
An earl . 10.000 «fl.000.000
A viscount or baron (,000
(M. B..The ancient nobility

to precede all these.)
4. To make gentlemen of

low degree and rich
farmers esojiireg. the
price not named.

It appears that the proposal was never
p«it Into effect, yet what an opportunity
was missed! Perhaps, however. It m**y
be adopted in our own time
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By
Edward
Kimbal!

The
Dominant Chord
"Not since Jules Verne lias there

been such a story!" »ays the Book¬
seller.

Xct $1.2..; postpaid $1.40.

Rayton
A Backwoods Mystery
"Big and bold and thrilling, with

the breath of the wild wind blowing
through its pages."

Set $1.'J.">; postpaid $1.40.

By
Theodore

Goodridge
Roberts

>f the American West
By Thomas D. Murphy
"The author presents in sim¬

ple but «raphic style the attrac¬
tions which are now drawing
people from all over the world
to feast on marvels of scenic
beauty.".Boston Globe.

Profusely illustrated.
Bored, Xet $3.00 ; postpaid $3.30.

Chile
and Her People

of Today
By Nevin O. Winter

A new volume in the authori¬
tative Series of the Latin-Ameri¬
can Republics.

illustrated, boxed, $3.00.
PuhlUhed by

L. C. Page & Company
63 lira» .»n St., liotton.

"A singularly appealing love story.
It strikes the human interest note in
a most effective manner."

Yet $1.25: postpaid $1.40.

The
Spell of France

JTST PI IILISHIED

A new volume in the popular
SPELL SERIES, by the author of
the successful SrELL OF ITALY.

Illustrated; bored, Xet $2.50;
postpaid $2.70.

By
Caroline
Atwater
Mason


